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Each week, this lesson will share some classroom activity ideas that use the 

newspaper or other NIE resources.  You are encouraged to modify this lesson to 

fit the needs of your students.  For example, some classrooms may be able to 

use this as a worksheet and others might need to ask and answer the questions 

in a class discussion.   

Please be sure to preview all NIE content before using it in your classroom to 

ensure it is appropriate for all of your students. 

Materials you will need for this lesson: The Seattle Times e-Edition, 

Internet/library for research. 

Article: Tribal Homelands and the first nations of North America 
Page: NIE special section, pages J2 and J3  
Date: Sunday, November 8, 2015 
 
Pre- Reading Discussion Questions:   
 
Look at the title and the photographs. What are the first nations of North America? 
What do you think the expression “tribal homelands” means? 
 
Vocabulary:   
 
Read the following quotes and determine the meaning of the word based on how 
it’s used in the sentence: 
 
“If you were born and raised in one town or city, then you might know it as your 
‘homeland.’” 
  
(the country where someone was born or grew up) 
 
“Their nations may be much smaller than the United States, but still they have 
their sovereign lands and the responsibility to take care of the land and its 
people.” 
 
(having independent authority and the right to govern itself) 
 
“Some plateau tribes, like the Umatilla, call this their covenant with The 
Creator.” 
 
(plateau: a large flat area of land that is higher than other areas of land that 
surround it)  



(covenant: a formal and serious agreement or promise) 
 
Journal Writing Prompts:   
 
“If you were born and raised in one town or city, then you might know it as 
your ‘homeland.’ You might consider this your ‘homeland’ because it is 
where your school is, where your friends are, and where family works and 
plays. 
 
And your family might call the other countries where your ancestors came 
from your homelands, too.” 
 
What is your homeland? What is your ancestors’ homeland or homelands? What 
are the differences in geography, schools, government, and culture between your 
homeland and theirs? Ask a family member to share his or her memories and 
record what you learned compared with your experience in your journal. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
Review the excerpt and discuss the following questions:  
 
When non-Indian people got to the Northwest, they wanted to be able to 
live on the tribal homelands of these nations, so they made promises and 
agreements with many of the tribes. The written agreements, known as 
treaties, had everyone’s signature on them to prove that they all agreed. 
For example, in exchange for millions of acres of land, local tribes received 
promises of education, healthcare and other things that the U.S. 
Government would provide forever.” 
 
Do you think these treaties sound fair? Why or why not? What should have been 
done differently or how might the treaties have had different agreements? What 
can we learn from these treaties? Do countries or groups of people still make these 
kind of agreements now? What is a current example somewhat similar to the 
treaties between the first nations and the non-Indians? 
 
Small group discussion and activity:   
 
“The tribal nations themselves also have their own museums and 
organizations to educate everyone--Indians and non-Indians-- about their 
traditions, governments and hopes for their futures. Find the tribes in your 
area and discover their history, traditions, and how their tribal sovereignty 
affects everyone in Washington state... even you!” 
 
What tribes are in the area you live in? How can you learn about them by attending 
museums, events and doing research? Once you’ve learned about the local 
tribe/tribes, write a summary to share with the class. 
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