
NEWS BREAK 

Sunday's News Break selects an article from Sunday, December 6, 2015 of The Seattle 

Times e-Edition for an in-depth reading of the news. Read the selected story and answer the 

attached study questions.  

Colombia says legendary Spanish galleon discovered (Main, page A4)   

Pre-Reading and Vocabulary   

1. Read the title of this article. What do you think a “galleon” is? Look at the photo 

accompanying the article. What do you see in the photo that might give you clues to what 

a “galleon” is?  

2.  Vocabulary:  Match the words to the numbered definitions below.  
 

A. adjacent 
B. autonomous 
C. bristled 
D. coordinates 
E. footage 
F. galleon 
G. maritime 
H. overturned 
I. patrimony 
J. safeguard 
K. saga 
L. salvage 
M. submerged 

 

 

1. a large sailing ship used especially by the Spanish in the 1500s and 1600s  
2. things that are from the past 
3. to make (someone or something) safe or secure ; protect  
4. close or near; sharing a border, wall, or point  
5. to remove (something) from a place so that it will not be damaged, destroyed, or lost  
6. to decide that (a ruling, decision, etc.) is wrong and change it  
7. one of a set of numbers that is used to locate a point  
8. a long and complicated story with many details 
9. of or relating to sailing on the sea or doing business (such as trading) by sea  
10. to show signs of anger; to become angry 
11. to make (someone or something) go under the surface of water or some other liquid; to 

cover (someone or something) with a liquid  
12. scenes or action recorded on film or video  
13. existing or acting separately from other things or people 

 

 



Comprehension   

1. The Spanish galleon San Jose sank in 1708 with how many people aboard? (Multiple 

Choice) 

a) 200 people 

b) 300 people 

c) 600 people 

d) None of the above 

2. What was the Spanish galleon San Jose doing when it sank off Colombia’s Baru 

peninsula in 1708? 

3. What did Colombian President Juan Manual Santos say were state secrets he would 

safeguard when he hailed the discovery of the San Jose shipwreck and a news 

conference? 

4. Although no humans have reached the wreckage site, what did the Colombia government 

say they had as proof that left no doubt about the ship’s identity? 

5. A legal battle over who owns the rights to the sunken treasure has been raging in which 

three countries?  

6. In 1982, Sea Search Armada, a salvage company, announced it had found the San 

Jose’s resting place. What did the Colombia’s government do in 1984 that reduced the 

Sea Search’s take of the treasure to 5 percent? 

7. Colombia’s Supreme Court has ordered that the ship be _________ before the fortune 

can be settled. (Fill in the blank)  

8. According to the article, Danilo Devis, who has represented Sea Search in Columbia for 

decades expressed optimism that the sunken treasure would finally be recovered but, 

what suggestion did he bristle at? 

9. During his presentation Colombian President Santos showed an underwater video that 

showed footage of what? (Give one example of what was shown in the video.) 

10. The president said any recovery effort would take years but would be guided by a desire 

to protect the national ___________. (Fill in the blank)  

 

 

Additional Activities  
 

 
1. Answer the following questions about the article you just read: 

A. Who or what is this article about? 
B. Why do you think this article is important? 
C. What is the most important or interesting fact you learned from this 

article? 
2. After reading the article who do you think has the right to claim the sunken treasure 

from the Spanish galleon San Jose; Sea Search Armada, Colombia, Spain or should it 
be split? Give reasons and use details from the article to support your answer. 
 

News Break is posted to the Web on Wednesday and Friday. Please share this NIE News 
Break program with other teachers. To sign-up for the electronic edition for your class, 
please register on-line or call 206/652-6290 or toll-free 1-888/775-2655.  

https://services.nwsource.com/nie/times/nes/programs/nes_programlist.asp
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Answer Key to Vocabulary 

A. 4 
B. 13 
C. 10 
D. 7 
E. 12 
F. 1 
G. 9 
H. 6 
I. 2 
J. 3 
K. 8 
L. 5 
M. 11 

 

Answer Key to Comprehension Questions 

1. c) 600 people 

2. The San Jose was trying to outrun a fleet of British warships. 

3. He said he would safeguard the location of the San Jose galleon and how it was 

discovered. 

4. They said they have photos taken from underwater vehicles of dolphin stamped cannons 

(treasures) from the ships wreckage. 

5. The U.S., Colombia and Spain 

6. It overturned a well-established maritime law that gives 50 percent to whoever locates a 

shipwreck. 

7. recovered 

8. He bristled at the suggestion that experts found the sunken ship anywhere different from 

the area adjacent to the coordinates Sea Search gave authorities (three decades ago). 

9. It appears to show jewels and the cannons. It also shows crew members aboard a 

Colombian naval ship launching the underwater vehicles into the ocean. (Only one example 

necessary) 

10. patrimony 

 

 
 


