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Science Time 

Program Content for March 2nd, 2016 

Read the article “Study brought fear to wildlife on B.C. Islands” on page A1 of the Thursday, February 25, 
2016 edition of The Seattle Times. 

Pre-reading and Vocabulary: Define each term and then use it in a sentence to demonstrate your 
understanding. 

1. Archipelago  
2. Intertidal zone 
3. Carnivore 
4. Ecosystem 

Comprehension Questions 

1. What did Justin Suraci try to do for several years on a Northern Pacific archipelago? 
2. What role does terror play in balancing an ecosystem?   
3. How do large predators influence other organisms in an environment?    
4. What have humans done to many large predators around the world?  
5. What is an apex predator?  
6. What happened in Yellowstone National Park when grey wolves were reintroduced in the 1990s?    
7. How does a predator’s influence extend beyond the animal that it eats?    
8. Why was the population of raccoons on the Gulf Islands able to increase to such a large 

number?    
9. How did Suraci remind raccoons on the Gulf Islands that they could be easily eaten?   
10. How did raccoons respond to Suraci’s experiment?   
11. How did a change in raccoon behavior alter the ecosystem that they inhabited along the intertidal 

zone?    

 

Prompts and Extensions 

1. The importance of apex predators is highlighted in this article, in part, due to the changes in 
the ecosystem of Yellowstone National Park when wolves were reintroduced in the 1990s. 
Watch this documentary about the reintroduction and subsequent ecological changes. 

2. Watch a clip of the video evidence used in the study highlighted by this article. 
3. Practice demonstrating your knowledge of relationships between organisms. Create a food 

web of the intertidal zone or another ecosystem of you choice. Be sure to include all levels of 
the ecosystem— producer, herbivore, omnivore, carnivore, and decomposer. Explain why 
predators play an important role in any ecosystem using the organisms you included in your 
food web. 

4. Take a deep dive into the current mass extinction taking place on Earth and the role that 
humans have played in the decline of large predators. Read the prize winning book ‘The 
Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History’ by Elizabeth Kolbert.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAGEXDlUHDE
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/health-science/raccoon-freezes-scurries-away-from-barking-sounds/2016/02/24/a01f91a6-dac8-11e5-8210-f0bd8de915f6_video.html
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