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Each week, this lesson will share some classroom activity ideas that use the newspaper or other 

NIE resources.  You are encouraged to modify this lesson to fit the needs of your students.  For 

example, some classrooms may be able to use this as a worksheet and others might need to ask 

and answer the questions in a class discussion.   

Materials you will need for this lesson: The Seattle Times e-Edition, pencil, and paper. 

Article: “Little witches in Finland cast good spells before Easter”  
Page: News, A4 
Date: Monday, March 21, 2016 
 
Pre- Reading Discussion Questions:   
 
Look at the picture attached to the article. What holiday are the girls in the picture celebrating? How 
do you know? Then read the title of the article, “Little witches in Finland cast good spells before 
Easter”. How does this change your understanding? 
 
Vocabulary:   
 
Read the following quotes and determine the meaning of the word based on how it’s used in the 
sentence: 
 
“Every year before Easter, small, colorful witches appear on Finnish doorsteps in a blend of 
eastern and western religious traditions related to spring. They hand over catkin branches, 
reciting healthy wishes in exchange for payment that is traditionally chocolate or other candies.” 
 
Catkin: a bunch of flowers that grow in close rows on the branches of trees (such as willows or 
birches) 
 
“On the northeastern periphery of Europe, the Finnish version of trick-or-treat reflects the Nordic 
country’s straddling of East and West, combining the Russian Orthodox tradition of blessing 
cattle and farms with branches of pussy willow and the Swedish custom of dressing up as witches 
before Easter.” 
 
Periphery: the outer limits or edge of an area or object 
 
Straddling: to be on either side of 
 
“Ethnologists say Finland’s Easter practices came from the eastern region of Karelia, where 
Russian traditions were strong even when it was a part of Finland. Farmers in Karelia for 
centuries have taken pussy willows in lieu of palm leaves to their neighbors on Palm Sunday as 
a gesture of blessing.” 
 
Ethnologists: a person that analyzes cultures, especially in regard to their historical 
development and the similarities and dissimilarities 
 
In Lieu: in place of; instead of 
 
“Finland, which shares an 800-mile border with its huge eastern neighbor Russia, was a 
semiautonomous grand duchy in the Czarist Empire for a century before gaining independence 
in 1917”. 



 
Semiautonomous: acting independently to some degree 
 
Czarist: emperor; specifically the ruler of Russia until the 1917 revolution 
 
“Today’s witches, instead of traditional scarves, often wear pointed witch hats in the Anglo-Saxon 
tradition. Some even don masks, aping Halloween costumes.” 
 
Don: to put on an article of clothing 
 
Aping: imitating the behavior or manner of (someone or something), especially in an absurd or 
unthinking way. 
 
Journal Writing Prompts:   
 
“Every year before Easter, small, colorful witches appear on Finnish doorsteps in a blend 
of eastern and western religious traditions related to spring. They hand over catkin 
branches, reciting healthy wishes in exchange for payment that is traditionally chocolate or 
other candies.” 
 
Write a short journal entry about a tradition that you have with your family, friends, or community 
(birthday celebrations, holidays, etc.). What is the tradition? What is the origin/history of the 
tradition? How did you learn what to do? Do you dress a certain way? What else do you do? Is 
this different than how other people you know celebrate?  
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
“On the northeastern periphery of Europe, the Finnish version of trick-or-treat reflects the 
Nordic country’s straddling of East and West, combining the Russian Orthodox tradition 
of blessing cattle and farms with branches of pussy willow and the Swedish custom of 
dressing up as witches before Easter.” 
 
What traditions did the article discuss? How are the traditions in Finland different or the same from 
your traditions? Why do you think that is? Who shares your traditions? Which of your traditions do 
you think are the most important? Can your traditions shape who you are? Do you think it is 
important to know about other people’s traditions? Why or why not? Are there any traditions that 
you know of that you wish you could be a part of? How can you find out more about other traditions 
in the world?   
 
Small Group Discussion and Activity:   
 
“Ethnologists say Finland’s Easter practices came from the eastern region of Karelia, 
where Russian traditions were strong even when it was a part of Finland. Farmers in 
Karelia for centuries have taken pussy willows in lieu of palm leaves to their neighbors on 
Palm Sunday as a gesture of blessing.” 
 
Practice being an Ethnographer by finding a partner and conducting a (respectful) ethnographic 
interview to learn more about a tradition that they have. Some sample questions might include: 
 

 Can you describe the tradition?  

 How long does it last for?  

 What kind of tasks/activities do you do for the tradition?  

 Can you draw me a picture of how it looks to celebrate the tradition?  

 Are there any special food or clothes tied to the tradition?  

 Can you describe a typical day that involves the tradition?  



 Can you tell me some of your specific memories/stories about the tradition? Can you 
describe a time you enjoyed the tradition?  

 Are there any specific words or phrases that you use during the tradition?  

 Has the tradition changed at all over time?  

 Is there anything else you want to tell me about the tradition? 
 
After you finish interviewing your partner, switch and have them interview you. Reflect on what 
you learned about each other’s traditions by comparing and contrasting. 
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