
NEWS BREAK 

Sunday's News Break selects an article from Monday, June 13, 2016 of The Seattle Times e-

Edition for an in-depth reading of the news. Read the selected article and answer the attached 

study questions. Please remember to always preview the content of the article before sharing 

with your students. 

Article:  Hit man’s YouTube fame thrills, angers Colombians (Main, A10)  

 

Pre-Reading and Vocabulary   

 

 What is a “drug cartel”? How have drug cartels influenced American politics? 

 

Vocabulary:  Match the words to the numbered definitions in the chart below. 
 

A. cultivated 

1. feeling or showing sorrow and regret because you have 

done something wrong 

 

B. enthralled 
2. converting something into money 

 

C. evangelist 
3. strange and not what most people would expect or enjoy 

 

D. flamboyant 

4.  tending to attract attention because of exuberance, 

confidence, and stylishness 

 

E. mayhem 
5. deep regret or guilt for a wrong committed 

 

F. menacing 
6. something that threatens to cause evil, harm, injury, etc 

 

G. monetizing 

7. the practice of giving information about a particular 

doctrine or set of beliefs to others with the intention of 

converting others 

 

H. mythologize 

8.  to talk about or describe (someone or something) as a 

subject that deserves to be told about in a myth or legend 

 

I. penitent 
9. to hold the complete attention of; fascinate 

 

J. perverse 
10. entertain or amuse (someone) with talk 

 

K. regaling 
11. try to acquire or develop (a quality, sentiment, or skill) 

 

L. remorse 
12. violent or damaging disorder; chaos 

 



 

Comprehension  

1. Who is John Jario Velásquez, and what was his former occupation? 
2. Velásquez spent over 20 years in prison for doing what? 
3. How many videos has Velásquez posted as of Sunday June 12th? 
4. Now, he is known as Popeye __________ or _____________ Popeye. (Fill in the 

Blank) 
5. What is the reason that Velásquez claims for making the videos? 
6. Why are some people not enthralled by Velásquez’s budding stardom? 
7. How many people were killed by a bomb planted by the cartel on a plane that 

exploded in 1989 over Bogotá, Colombia? 
8. The stories he can tell will keep him popular but they might also ______: 

a. Be adapted into a series on Netflix 
b. Not be true 
c. Help create a legal case against him 
d. Get him killed 

 
Additional Activities   
 

 Learn more about the political history of America’s drug war by exploring this PBS 
timeline: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/drugs/cron/. What effect did the 
Colombian drug trade (specifically the Medellín cartel) have on American politics? What 
was America’s involvement in Colombia during this time? Research and describe current 
US-Colombian relations. How have these relations been affected by the legacy of the 
Medellín cartel? 
 

 Conduct your own research on Pablo Escobar and the Medellín cartel (you might use this 
biography from the encyclopedia Britannica as a start: 
http://www.britannica.com/biography/Pablo-Escobar). What impact did the cartel have on 
Colombia? Why do you think that people tend to mythologize “successful” criminals (such 
as Pablo Escobar)? Do you think this is right? Do you think that Velásquez should be 
allowed to continue creating his videos? Why or why not? Write an essay defending your 
position.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News Break is posted to the Web on Wednesday and Friday. Please share this NIE News 
Break program with other teachers. To sign-up for the electronic edition for your class, please 
register on-line or call 206/652-6290 or toll-free 1-888/775-2655.  
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Answer Key to Vocabulary 

A. 11 

B. 9  

C. 7 

D. 4 

E. 12 

F. 6 

G. 2 

H. 8 

I. 1 

J. 3 

K. 10 

L. 5 

Answer Key to Comprehension Questions 

1. He is a former enforcer for the Medellín drug cartel who has boasted of 
committing hundreds of murders on behalf of his boss, Pablo Escobar. 

2. For plotting the killing of a Colombian presidential candidate in 1989 
3. There were 81 videos as of Sunday, June 12th 
4. Now, he is known as Popeye Arrepentidoor or Remorseful Popeye. (Fill in the 

Blank) 
5. “It’s not about monetizing my life story but about telling the stories, the things that 

happened,” he said Sunday. “I’ve been famous for 30 years. I only want to have 
an opinion because I am an activist. I am against the Venezuelan and Colombian 
government. I am against Donald Trump because of his hatred of Latinos. I just 
want my opinion heard.” 

6. Because Velásquez’s popularity overshadows the harm that he has unleashed  
7. 107 
8. D: Get him killed 

 


