NOAA FISHERIES SERVICE AND NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION PRESENT
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How does NOAA Fisheries help bring limits. The council then determines a safe

healthy seafood to my plate? amount that fishermen can catch each year,

Fisheries have always been important to the which may be at the harvest limit or below it.

U.S. as a key source of food, as well as for

trade, economic opportunities and quality of Community

life. Government officials recognized early Healthy fish populations and responsible

on that all of these activities put increasing management help protect the local

demands on our fish populations, and that it economies and communities dependent

would be critical to balance these demands on these resources.

with the health of our fisheries. The National

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Scientists in the Pacific Northwest and Alaska

Fisheries service (or NOAA Fisheries) has been  provide information to sustainably manage our

working to maintain that balance. fisheries and are pioneering new studies on
how contaminants from human activities and

Sustainable seafood: It’s all about balance natural toxins affect fish and human health.

Conserving our natural resources, whether

on land or at sea, is something we all should With the help of advanced technologies — from

be concerned about. For this reason, laws scanning electron microscopes to unmanned

were created that ensure these resources are aircraft systems to submersibles, underwater

available for future generations. vehicles similar to submarines, and remotely
operated vehicles — we are learning things

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation about ocean life that our predecessors could

and Management Reauthorization Act of scarcely imagine.

2006 (MSA), originally enacted as the Fishery

Conservation and Management Act in 1976, Managers also work closely with Alaska natives,

is the principal law governing U.S. marine tribes, the fishing industry, other government

fisheries. The MSA mandates that NOAA agencies and the public to help minimize or

Fisheries limit the amount of fish harvested avoid human impacts.

to prevent or end overfishing in U.S. federal

waters from 3-200 miles off our coasts.

Science

Limiting the amount of fish harvested may

sound easy, but it is challenging. NOAA

Fisheries scientists conduct extensive surveys

of ocean waters and work with fishermen to é

collect catch data to best determine how much @ ; @ S Eﬂ
fish can be safely harvested. Scientists are SCIENTIFIC RESOURCE HARVESTING AND
working to maintain healthy fish populations to RESEARCH ~ MANAGEMENT  AQUACULTURE
ensure that the food needs of other animals in .

the ecosystem are met. v
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Management measures are determined through TABLE DISTRIBUTION  PROCESSING

a public process where scientists, fishermen,
P P . S A SIMPLIFIED VIEW OF THE U.S.
resource managers, tribes and citizens work SEAFOOD SUPPLY CHAIN
“Ey H ”
togeth.er on FIShery Management COUnCIlS. *NOAA manages all fisheries in federal waters from 12-200 nautical /
Scientists provide recommendations for harvest miles offshore. Fisheries within 12 miles are managed by the state. {

Economics + Environment +
Commumty = Sustainability
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