
Science Time is posted to the Web on Wednesdays. Please share this NIE Science Time program with other teachers. To 
sign-up for the electronic edition for your class, please register  

Copyright © 2017 The Seattle Times Company 

 

 

Science Time 

Program Content for February 8, 2017 

Read the special insert tracking Vendée Globe 2016 “Week 12 - Fisheries Depletion” on page C6 of the 
Wednesday, February 1, 2017 edition of The Seattle Times. 
 

Vendée Globe is a solo, non-stop, around-the-world sailing race, 28,000 miles, ~100 days at sea, in 60′ 
boats.  These paired essays highlight the experience of one sailor, Rich Wilson, and a team of experts he 
has recruited to write about different topics from week-to-week.  In addition to completing this Science 
Time, learn more about Vendée Globe and follow Rich’s journey, as well as access a number of other 
resources for both educators and students at http://sitesalive.com/ and in the Seattle Times every 
Wednesday. 
 

Objective 

 I can explain how humans are impacting the global fishing supply 

Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) connection  

Disciplinary Core Ideas - Ecosystem Dynamics, Functioning, and Resilience 

 Anthropogenic changes (induced by human activity) in the environment—including habitat 
destruction, pollution, introduction of invasive species, overexploitation, and climate change—can 
disrupt an ecosystem and threaten the survival of some species. 

Pre-reading and Vocabulary: Define each term and then use it in a sentence to demonstrate your 
understanding. 

1. depleted 
2. sonar 
3. renewable resource 
4. replenish 

Comprehension Questions 

Essay 1 - Rich Wilson, Skipper Great American IV 

1. List the name of 2 major fishing ports in New England.   
2. What have happened to fishing stocks over the last half century? 
3. Why is there a complete ban on cod for the Grand Banks off Canada?   
4. Why is fisheries depletion a global issue?   
5. How do fishing boats use helicopters?   
6. An expanding human population is also related to _________.   

Essay 2 - Dr. Ambrose Jearld, Fisheries Biologist  

1. According to Dr. Jearld, what is causing fisheries to be depleted?   
2. What technologies are being use to locate schools of fish?   
3. What influence are warming oceans having on fish populations?     
4. What does IUU stand for?   
5. How can fish populations to be replenished?   
6. List the components of ecosystem-based management.   
7. List how you as a student can help sustain fisheries around the world.   

http://sitesalive.com/
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Prompts and Extensions 

1. Follow the daily travel of Rich Wilson as he circumnavigates the globe.  Explore past reports, read 
the ship’s log, listen to podcast updates, view photos, post a question to Rich Wilson, and more at 
www.sitesalive.com 

2. Watch one of the following overfishing documentaries.  The Last Fish, Troubled Waters, or Where 
are all our fish? 

3. One of the suggestions that Dr. Jearld made about ways students can help sustain fisheries around 
the world is by tracking ocean currents.  Learn more about how to get involved with NOAAs Adopt A 
Drifter Program. 

4. Want to learn how to make sustainable choices when you decide to eat fish? Check out the Marine 
Stewardship Council’s website for more info. 

 

http://www.sitesalive.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQoVQRqQhlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YACTNvuijQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUkY8PWuvO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUkY8PWuvO8
http://www.adp.noaa.gov/
http://www.adp.noaa.gov/
https://www.msc.org/

