
Sum up the News – March 14th, 2017 

Vocabulary and Other 

1. A linear equation and a circle are both graphed on the coordinate plane and share 

exactly one point of intersection at (3, 4). Where they meet, the line is _______ to the 

circle. 

 A. equal 

 B. parallel 

 C. perpendicular 

 D. tangent 

 

 

2. A car traveling 15 feet per second steadily increases its speed at a rate of 2 feet per 

second for 20 seconds. How far does it travel during those 20 seconds? 

 A. 340 feet 

 B. 700 feet 

 C. 800 feet 

 D. 1100 feet 

 

 

3. Triangle XYZ is right scalene. If side z is the hypotenuse of the triangle, then which of 

the following statements is true? 

 A. Cos (Z) > Sin (Z) 

 B. Cos (Z) > Cos (X) 

 C. Sin (X) = Sin (Y) 

 D. Sin (X) = Cos (Y) 

 

 

 

 



Based on the article “Apple is losing ground to rivals in U.S. classrooms” on 

page A11 of the Monday, March 6th, Seattle Times. 

4. Google-powered devices like Chromebooks increased in popularity among school 

districts as Apple products’ popularity began to fall. The total number of devices sold to 

schools increased by 6% to 12.6 million and Google-powered devices now account for 

58% of the devices sold while Apple products fell from 25% last year to 19% this year. 

How many fewer devices did Apple sell to school districts this year? 

 A. 570,000 

 B. 760,000  

 C. 890,000  

 D. 2,390,000 

5. Sales of Apple products dropped from $3.2 billion in 2015 to $2.8 billion in 2016. 

Sales of Google-powered devices increased from $1.4 billion to $1.9 billion. How much 

more expensive was a typical Apple device that was sold to schools than a typical 

Google-powered device? 

 A. $510 

 B. $630 

 C. $760 

 D. $910 

Based on the article “TAXES SMACK SEATTLE POOR AS TOP EARNERS GET 

OFF EASY” on page A1 of the Tuesday, March 7th, Seattle Times. 

6. A study was released on the tax burdens of families at different income levels in cities 

around the country. Seattle’s low-income families pay a at a significantly higher rate 

than do the city’s middle-income and high-income families. A high-income family here, 

making $150,000 per year, would pay only 5.1% of that in state and local taxes, one of 

the lowest rates in the country. The highest tax percentage for high income families is in 

Bridgeport Connecticut where a high-income household would be paying $27,000 per 

year in state and local taxes. If a high-income family in Seattle moved to Bridgeport, by 

how much would the percentage of their income they were paying in state and local 

taxes increase? 

 A. 11.5% 

 B. 12.9% 

 C. 16.4% 

 D. 18% 



 

7. Examine the graph titled “The tax burden for Seattle households” on page A1. If rents 

in the city decreased enough so that the low-income family was only paying 12% of their 

annual income in taxes, what would the monthly rent be? 

 A. $687 

 B. $934 

 C. $1250 

 D. $1615 

 

8. Examine the graph titled “The tax burden for Seattle households” on page A1. If a 

low-income family and high income family paid the same percentage in taxes and if the 

total taxes paid to the state and local government for the two families remained the 

same, by how much would the percentage that the high-income family pays increase? 

 A. 1.5% 

 B. 2.4% 

 C. 6.6%  

 D. 8.9% 

 

Based on the article “Health bill adds up to big tax cut for rich” on page A5 of the 

Wednesday, March 8th, Seattle Times. 

9. The largest tax cut would remove a tax on investment income. Repealing the 3.8% 

tax on investment income would save high-income families $158 billion over the next 10 

years. If the investments that these families own tend to have a 6% annual rate of 

return, then what is the total size of the investments these families own? 

 

 A. $3 trillion 

 B. $7 trillion 

 C. $20 trillion 

 D. $60 trillion 

 

 



10. Another tax that would be repealed adds an extra 0.9% Medicare tax on household 

wages above $250,000. About 1% of the nation’s 126 million households earn enough 

in wages to be subject to the Medicare tax. Repealing this tax would save those 

households $117 billion over the next 10 years. What is the approximate average 

annual wage for the top 1% of households? 

 A. $1,040,000 

 B. $1,290,000 

 C. $1,540,000 

 D. $1,710,000 
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