
NEWS BREAK 

Article: Alaskan villagers ponder future in typhoon aftermath 

Section:  MAIN, A7 

Sunday's News Break selects an article from Sunday, November 9, 2025, of 
The Seattle Times print replica for an in-depth reading of the news. Read the 
selected article and answer the attached study questions.  

Feel free to adapt this lesson for your students. For instance, some educators 

may assign this as a homework task, while others might facilitate the reading and 

discussion of questions within small groups or larger class discussions.   

*Please take a moment to review all NIE content before classroom use to 
ensure it is suitable for your students.* 

Standards:  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.1 
 

• Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.2 
 

• Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 

Learning Objectives:  

The primary learning objective of the article is to understand and analyze how 
climate change is creating an urgent and complex socioeconomic and 
environmental crisis for remote indigenous communities in Alaska. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/4/2/


Pre-Reading Discussion: 

 

• What do you think the article will be about, using this picture?   

• Are there any clues?  What can you infer? 

Vocabulary Building:  

Read this sentence, what do you think the highlighted words mean using context 
clues?  A context clue is a word or words that are hints and refers to the 
sources of information outside of words that readers may use to predict the 
meaning of the word. 

For thousands of years Athabascan and Yup’ik people were nomadic, following 
the seasons as they fished for salmon and hunted moose, walrus, seals, ducks 
and geese. They settled into permanent villages around churches or schools 
after missionaries and then government arrived. Those 

Nomadic Guess: 

Nomadic Definition: 

Comprehension Questions:  

1. What weather event caused the severe flooding and destruction in villages 
like Kwigillingok and Kipnuk? 

2. Why did Darrel John choose to remain in Kwigillingok after the rest of the 
villagers were evacuated? 

3. Approximately how many people were displaced by the flooding, and what 
major Alaskan city became a central hub for temporary housing for many 
of them? How long do they think it will take? 



4. Name at least three long-term, ongoing environmental factors (besides 
powerful storms) that threaten the future existence of these Alaskan 
Native villages. 

5. What kind of protective structure for the riverbank in Kipnuk was 
recommended by the Army Corps of Engineers in 2009 but had its funding 
canceled by the government this year? 

6. In addition to homes being uprooted and washed away, what sacred sites 
or personal items were referenced as being destroyed or scattered across 
the tundra by the floodwaters? 

7. How does the displaced resident Darrell John (of Kipnuk) describe the 
difference between hunting in Anchorage versus his traditional 
subsistence lifestyle back home? 

Class Discussion Questions: 

• What surprised (or stood out to) you in the article? 

• At first, I thought ______________, but now I think ___________? 

Deeper-Dive comprehension questions for small groups, entire classes or 
journal entries and/ or essay prompts for extended enrichment: 

• The article describes the environmental factors threatening the villages. 
Explain the complete chain of cause-and-effect that links global climate 
change to the specific, local vulnerability of these low-lying coastal villages 
(e.g., warming, less sea ice, erosion, permafrost, storm intensity). 

• The $20 million grant for a protective rock wall in Kipnuk was canceled. 
Discuss the ethical implications of cutting funding for essential defenses in 
communities facing existential climate threats, particularly when those 
communities contributed little to the cause of global warming. 

• From a government planning perspective, is it a more economically and 
ethically sound decision to constantly fund emergency disaster relief and 
repair in vulnerable locations, or to commit to the high upfront cost of 
permanent, planned community relocation? 

• Analyze how the loss of the subsistence lifestyle (hunting, fishing) affects 
not just the physical diet of the community, but also their cultural identity, 
traditional knowledge, and overall social structure. What is lost when food 
must be purchased rather than hunted? 

• Darrell John mentions the benefit of "Flushing toilets" but the immense 
difficulty of finding a job. Discuss the complex trade-offs faced by 
displaced villagers forced into an unfamiliar urban world like Anchorage. 
Do the benefits of modern infrastructure outweigh the loss of 
independence and cultural identity? 

• The article notes that coffins and graves were washed away. Discuss the 
profound emotional and spiritual impact of the loss of ancestral burial sites 
on a community that is deeply tied to its land. 
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